
FORD COUNTY BOARD SPECIFICALLY
FARM COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2026 3:30 P.M. 

The Farm Committee met in the Sheriff’s Boardroom at the Ford County Jail.  

Farm Committee Chairman, Greg Niewold, called the meeting to order at 3:32 P.M.

Roll call showed the following Farm Committee members present:  Dominic Brackenhoff, Cindy Ihrke, Tom McQuinn, Sarah Mussman, and Chairman Niewold.  Quorum was established.

Mrs. Mussman made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Mrs. Ihrke seconded the motion.  
								Voice Vote – Unanimous 
There was no public comment.

There was no old business.

Mrs. Mussman made a motion to discuss planting, fertilizer, and chemical applications to date on County Farms #1, #2, #3.  Mr. McQuinn seconded the motion. 
Discussion: Nick Purcell sent reports for review.  Each member had a copy of reports to review.  Nothing stood out drastically.  Fungicide has not been applied.  The lease does not state the farmer has to apply fungicide.  Mr. Niewold has reached out to Mr. Purcell to ask if this will be done and has not heard back.

Mrs. Ihrke made a motion for discussion/possible action on PTax300 form with regards to County farm #3 USFWS project.  Mrs. Mussman seconded the motion.
Discussion: Mr. Niewold states he has reached out by email but has not heard back.  Mrs. Ihrke states she also spoke with a representative who states there is a response, but he would like it to come from his boss as an official response.  Once the County has an official response, this can be revisited.  


Mrs. Mussman made a motion to discuss farms #1, #2, #3 lease and property tax payments.  Mrs. Ihrke seconded the motion.  
Discussion:  Mr. Purcell has paid 1st installment (25%) of the lease but has made no further payments leaving the remaining 75% unpaid (Farm #1 - $25,511, Farm #2 - $34,317, Farm #3 – $27,763 + 2% each month) The Treasurer has sent late notices, and a 2% late fee is added monthly.  Mr. Purcell has also failed to pay the first installment of property taxes as of 7/31/26.  
Mr. Niewold is meeting with the State’s Attorney prior to full board meeting for further guidance.
Voice Vote to send following items to full county board for discussion:
· Discussion/possible action regarding Ford County Farms lease termination letter
· Discussion/possible action approving the Ford County Board to seek bids for custom harvesting for the Ford County Farms
Voice Vote – Unanimous
Mrs. Mussman made a motion to discuss Fall/Winter maintenance previously approved by Ford County Board.  Mrs. Ihrke seconded the motion.  
Discussion: Jason Miles has purchased materials, and they have been delivered to the site.
Mrs. Ihrke stated that Button Township Highway Commissioner, Ron Hilligoss, states the Mr. Purcell has not mowed the ditch by the county farm.  Mr. Niewold stated according to the lease (Section V, letter C) there was no mowing of ditches without permission of township supervisor and if lessee wishes not to mow the road ditch due to any actual perceived right-of-way or easement issues it will be left to the township to mow the road ditch.  

There was no safety report.  

Mr. McQuinn made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Brackenhoff seconded the motion.
The meeting ended at 4:10 P.M.



Respectfully submitted,
Kelsie Vaughn
Ford County Clerk & Recorder
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