
Ford County, lllinois

Resolution No. d,6-ti-?
A Resolution of Ford County adopting the

2025 Ford County Multi-Jurisdictional Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan

WHEREAS the Ford County Board recognizes the threat that natural hazards, including
severe thunderstorms, severe winter storms, floods, and tornadoes among others, pose
to people and property within Ford C and

WHEREAS the has prepared a natural hazards mitigation plan, hereby known as the
2025 Ford County Multi-Jurisdictional Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan in accordance
with federal laws, including the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emerqencv
Assistan , as amended and the National Flood lnsurance Act of 1968, as
amended; and

WHEREAS the 2025 Ford County Multi-Jurisdictional Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan
identifies mitigation goals and actions to reduce or eliminate long-term risk to people
and property in Ford County from the impacts of future hazards and disasters; and

WHEREAS adoption by the Ford County Board demonstrates its commitment to hazard
mitigation and achieving the goals outlined in the 2025 Ford County Multi-Jurisdictional
Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan.

NOW THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY FORD COUNTY, ILLINOIS, THAT

The Ford County Board adopts the 2025 Ford County Multi-Jurisdictional Natural
Hazards Mitigation Plan and agrees to participate in the annual maintenance and
evaluation of the Plan.

ADOPTED by a vote of
of t\oc- , 2026.

CERTIFIED by

X in f"ro, and / asainst, and /abstainins, this Eo",

ATTESTED by



Hazard Mitigation Plan Adoption

The County's Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) evaluates damage to life and property from natural
hazards that have impacted the County and participating jurisdictions and identifies projects and

activities to reduce these damages before an event occurs. The HMP fulfills federal planning

requirements of the Stafford Act as amended by the Disaster Mltigation Act of 2000 and the
Disaster Recovery and Reform Act.

The main benefit ol updoting the HMP is thot the participoting iurisdidions can become eligible
to oppty Ior dnd receive federal hdzdrd mitigation Iunds to implement the mitigotion oftions
identified in the Pldn. ln order to access certain types of non-emergency disaster assistance,

jurisdictlons must be a participant of a current, FEMA-approved hazard mitiSation plan.

The finol step in the uDdote orocess is hoving each ol the porticipoting iutisdidions odopt the
Plon by lormol resolution. This is o FEMA requirement to occess hozdrd mitigdtion lunds. These

funds, made available through FEMA s Hazard Mitigation Assistance grant program, can help
provide local government entities with the opportunity to complete mitigation projects that
would not otherwise be financially possible.

Once the adoption resolutions from the participants are received, they will be submitted to FEMA

who will issue the final Approval Letter, which begins the five-year approval period and sets the

expiration date for the HMP. HMPs must be reviewed, revised, and resubmitted to the lllinois
Emergency Management Agency and Office of Homeland Security (IEMA-OHS) and FEMA at least

once every five years to remain current and effective.

Anv iurisdiction that chooses not to odopt the Plan will not be elioible to oDDlv for mitioation

The heart of the HMP is the mitigdtion strdtew, which contoins o list oI the proiects and
ddivities developed by each porticipating jutisdidion to reduce the potentidl loss of lile ond
property damoge that results from the hazards identified in the risk assessment section of the
Plan. Adootion of the Plon does not obliodte vour iurisdidion to fund or comDlete the oroiects
ond activities identified for your juisdidion in the HMP. This is o wr'sh ,ist of what your

ln short there is no downside to adopting the HMP. lt ensures your jurisdiction is

eligible to apply for mitigation proiect funding through IEMA-oHS/FEMA in the
future, but does not obligate your jurisdiction to fund or complete the projects
and activities listed if funding isn't available.

This fact sheet was prepared by AEC, LLC, your partner in updating the County's Hazard

Mitigation Plan.

assistonce fundina; however, the decision not to adopt the HMP will not affect the eligibility of
those who do.

jurisdiction would like to see accomplished lif funding becomes available.
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Ford County Citizen Questionnaire

You can help protect lives and property from natural hazard events in the County by taking a few

moments to complete this questionnaire. 

Asterisk (*) designates required questions for form completion. 

* 1. Please indicate where you live in the County (please check only one).

Cabery

Elliott

Gibson City

Kempton

Melvin

Paxton

Piper City

Roberts

Sibley

Unincorporated County

Other (please specify)

* 2. Please place a checkmark next to each of the natural hazards listed below that you have

experienced in the County (please check all that apply).

Severe Summer Storms (thunderstorms, hail, lightning strikes)

Floods

Severe Winter Storms (snow, sleet, ice)

Excessive Heat

Extreme Cold

Tornadoes

Drought

Earthquakes

Mine/Land Subsidence

Landslides

Dam Failures

Other (please specify)

3. Which of the natural hazards above have you encountered most frequently?

9/17/25, 10:24 AM Ford County Citizen Questionnaire Survey

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Ford-CQ 1/3
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FORD COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
200 W State Street Room B-5 

Paxton, IL 60957 
Phone 217-379-9415 

 
 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Contact:  Terry Whitebird   
               217-379-9415 
 

Protecting Public Health and Property in Ford County 
 
Paxton, IL (January 13, 2025) — Mitigation projects and activities that can prevent injuries 
and fatalities while maintaining vital services for Ford County residents will be the main 
topic of discussion of the Ford County Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee at the 
Gibson City Fire Protection District, 115 South Lawrence, in Gibson City, at 6 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 28.   
 
The Committee began work in April 2024 to develop the County’s Natural Hazards 
Mitigation Plan. This Plan details the past severe weather events that have impacted the 
County and identifies mitigation projects and activities that can be taken before a severe 
weather event occurs to protect residents and critical services and infrastructure. 
 
“Obtaining FEMA’s approval of our Plan will make all of the participants eligible to receive 
federal grant money for mitigation projects and activities,” explained Ford County 
Emergency Management Agency Coordinator, Terry Whitebird.   
 
Projects identified by Committee members at this meeting will become part of the Ford 
County Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan.  While the committee has provided input on 
portions of the Plan, the entire Plan will be presented for public review and comment 
before it is submitted to the state and federal government for approval. 
 
“A public forum will be conducted in April 2025 for interested persons to review the Plan 
and ask questions of Committee Members.  A two-week public comment period will be 
held following the public forum to accommodate interested persons who are unable to 
attend.  We want to make sure that anybody who is interested has an opportunity to 
review and comment on the draft Plan,” added Whitebird. 
 
Interested persons can submit questions and comments to the Committee members or 
directly to the Ford County EMA Office.   
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defgefhi�ddjhk�lm nopqrs�tuvow�ux�yqzx�{|}�tuv�~|p��d����~uv���uox}����vuxrsq|

�}}y{jee����tuv�suox}�s�vuxrsq|�suwezv}rsq|{e{}z}|eyopqrs�tuvow�ux�yqzx�{|}�tuv�t|p�d�e fefAppendix F



Appendix F



FORD COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
200 W State Street Room B-5 

Paxton, IL 60957 
Phone 217-379-9415 

 
 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Contact:  Terry Whitebird   
               217-379-9415 
 

Plan to Protect Health and Property in Fulton County 
Ready for Public Review 

 
Paxton, IL (September 8, 2025) — The Ford County Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan, 
outlining projects and activities to reduce damages caused by severe weather and other 
natural hazards, will be available for public review and comment starting Tuesday, September 
23.  A public form will be held in conjunction with the Ford County Hazard Mitigation Planning 
Committee meeting at the Roberts Gym, 118 West Weldon Street in Roberts, from 4:30 to 
6:30 pm on Tuesday, September 23.  Individuals can come and review the Plan at any time 
during the forum.  Those unable to attend can still review the Plan and provide comments 
without participating in the public forum. 
 
The Plan, along with a summary sheet and a comment survey, will be available for review at 
the Ford County Clerk’s Office (200 W. State, Room 101, Paxton) and on the County website.  
The comment period will remain open through October 7.  Public comments received will be 
used to make any revisions needed before the Plan is submitted to the Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency and Office of Homeland Security and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. 
 
The Ford County Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee has been conducting working 
meetings open to the public since last year.  The Committee developed the Plan with technical 
assistance from state and federal agencies as well as a consultant specializing in emergency 
management planning.   
 
The municipalities of Gibson City, Kempton, Melvin, Paxton, Piper City, Roberts, and Sibley 
have participated in the planning process.  Other participating jurisdictions include Rogers 
Township, Sullivant Township, Gibson City-Melvin-Sibley CUSD #5, Paxton-Buckley-Loda 
CUSD #10, Tri-Point CUSD 6J, Moyer District Library, Kempton Fire Protection District, and 
Piper City Fire Protection District. 
 
“This Plan describes how the County and the participating jurisdictions have been impacted 
by severe weather and other hazards and identifies specific mitigation actions that can be 
taken to reduce damages to people and property before events occur,” explained Ford County 
Emergency Management Agency Coordinator, Terry Whitebird.   

 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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FORD COUNTY MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL 
NATURAL HAZARDS MITIGATION PLAN 
PUBLIC FORUM SUMMARY HANDOUT 

SEPTEMBER 23, 2025 
4:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M. 

 
Each year natural hazards (i.e., severe thunderstorms, tornadoes, severe winter storms, flooding, etc.) 
cause damage to property and threaten the lives and health of Ford County residents.  Since 1990, Ford 
County has been included in 8 emergency and major federal disaster declarations and experienced at least 
$16 million in recorded property damages and $76.3 million in recorded crop damages. 

In the last 10 years alone (2014 – 2023), there have been 40 extreme cold events, 24 excessive heat 
events, 21 thunderstorms with damaging winds, 21 riverine flood events, 16 flash flood events, 16 severe 
winter storms, 10 severe storms with hail one inch in diameter or greater, three tornadoes, two droughts, 
and one lightning strike with verified damages in the County.  While natural hazards cannot be avoided, 
their impacts can be reduced through effective hazard mitigation planning and implementation. 

What is hazard mitigation planning? 

Hazard mitigation planning is the process of determining how to reduce or eliminate property damage and 
loss of life from natural hazards.  This process helps the County and participating jurisdictions reduce 
their risk by identifying vulnerabilities and developing mitigation actions to lessen and sometimes even 
eliminate the effects of a hazard.  The results of this process are documented in a natural hazards 
mitigation plan. 

Why develop a natural hazards mitigation plan? 

By preparing and adopting a natural hazards mitigation plan, participating jurisdictions become eligible to 
apply for and receive federal hazard mitigation funds to implement mitigation actions identified in the 
plan.  These funds, made available through the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, can help provide local 
government entities with the opportunity to complete mitigation projects that would not otherwise be 
financially possible. 

Who participated in the development of the County’s Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan? 

Recognizing the benefits that could be gained from developing a natural hazards mitigation plan, Ford 
County invited all the local government entities within the County to participate.  The following 
jurisdictions chose to participate in the Plan development with the County: 

 Ford County 
 Gibson City, City of 
 Gibson City-Melvin-Sibley Community Unit 

School District #5 
 Kempton, Village of 
 Kempton Fire Protection District 
 Melvin, Village of 
 Moyer District Library 
 Paxton, City of 

 Paxton-Buckley-Loda Community Unit School 
District #10 

 Piper City, Village of 
 Piper City Fire Protection District 
 Rogers Township 
 Roberts, Village of 
 Sibley, Village of 
 Sullivant Township 
 Tri-Point Community Unit School District 6J 
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FORD COUNTY MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL 
NATURAL HAZARDS MITIGATION PLAN 

How was the Plan developed? 

The Ford County Multi-Jurisdictional Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan was developed through the Ford 
County Multi-Jurisdictional Natural Hazards Mitigation Planning Committee.  The Committee included 
representatives from each participating jurisdiction, as well as input from agriculture, business, economic 
development, education, emergency services, healthcare, social services, and utilities.  The Planning 
Committee met four times between April 2024 and September 2025. 

Which hazards are included in the Plan? 

After reviewing the risk assessment, the Planning Committee chose to include the following hazards in 
the Plan: 

 severe storms (thunderstorms, hail, lightning & heavy rain) 
 floods (riverine & flash) 
 extreme cold 
 severe winter storms (snow & ice) 

 excessive heat 
 tornadoes 
 drought 
 earthquakes 

What is included in the Plan? 

The Plan is divided into sections that cover the planning process; risk assessment; jurisdiction 
capabilities; mitigation strategy, including the jurisdiction-specific mitigation action lists; plan 
maintenance; and adoption.  The majority of the Plan is devoted to the risk assessment and mitigation 
strategy. 

The risk assessment identifies the natural hazards that pose a threat to the County and includes a profile of 
each hazard, which describes the location and severity of past occurrences, reported damages to public 
health and property, and the likelihood of future occurrences.  It also provides a vulnerability analysis that 
estimates the potential impacts each natural hazard would have on the health and safety of the residents of 
Ford County, as well as the buildings, critical facilities, and infrastructure in the County. 

The key component of the mitigation strategy is a list of the projects and activities developed by each 
participating jurisdiction to reduce the potential loss of life and property damage that results from the 
natural hazards identified in the risk assessment.  These projects and activities are intended to be 
implemented before a hazard event occurs. 

What happens next? 

Any comments received at today’s public forum and during the public comment period will be reviewed 
and, where applicable, incorporated into the draft Plan before it is submitted to the Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency and Office of Homeland Security (IEMA-OHS) and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) for review.  Once IEMA-OHS and FEMA have reviewed and approved the 
Plan, it will be presented to the County and each participating jurisdiction for formal adoption.  After 
adopting the Plan, each participating jurisdiction will be eligible to apply for federal mitigation funds and 
can begin implementing the mitigation actions identified in the Plan. 
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FORD COUNTY MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL  
NATURAL HAZARDS MITIGATION PLAN 

 

COMMENT SHEET 
 

PLAN COMMENT PERIOD 
SEPTEMBER 23, 2025 THRU OCTOBER 7, 2025 

 
 
 

The County’s Multi-Jurisdictional Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan evaluates damage to life and property from 
the natural hazards that occur in the County.  This Plan also identifies projects and activities for the County and 
each participating jurisdiction that will help reduce these damages.  This comment sheet should be used to 
provide feedback on the draft Plan. 
 
What comments, concerns, or questions do you have regarding the draft Plan?   
(Use additional sheets if necessary.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Print Your Name, Address, and Phone Number Below: 

Name:  Phone:  

Address:  

  Zip Code:  
 

 
Comments will be accepted through October 7, 2025  
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  Terry Whitebird, Coordinator 
Ford County EMA 
200 W. State St., Room B-5 
Paxton, IL  60957 
 

 

 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 
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