FORD COUNTY BOARD MINUTES
MONDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2025

. CALL TO ORDER:

The County Board of Ford County met pursuant to adjournment in the Ford County Board Room of the Ford
County Jail in Paxton on Monday, October 13, 2025 at 6:00 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Ford County
Chairman Chase McCall.

. ROLL CALL:

The roll call showed the following board members in attendance: Gene May, Kelsie Vaughn, Randy Ferguson,
Greg Niewold, Sarah Mussman, Tim Nuss, Cindy Ihrke, Garett Kerber, Lesley King, Vice Chairman C. Vaughn and
Chairman Chase McCall. Mr. McQuinn was seated at 6:42 P.M. Mrs. Mussman left at 7:26 P.M.

. PROCLAMATION: Sheriff Johnson
. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG: Chairman McCall

. APPROVAL OF THE BOARD AGENDA:
Mr. Niewold made the motion to accept the Agenda. Mr. Nuss seconded it.

Voice Vote - Carried
. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Mr. Nuss made the motion to approve the September 8, 2025 County Board Minutes. Mr. Kerber seconded it.

Voice Vote - Carried
. COMMUNICATIONS:

. COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR:

Emily L. stated concerns with the proposed FY 2026 budget for the Ford Co. Zoning Officer. She asked if the Zoning
Officer could get a copier so they don’t have to outsource printing for ZBA hearings, currently they outsource printing.
Anthony G. asked first for a moment of silence in honor of Charlie Kirk. He then stated concerns and some ideas for
the board to think about for abandoned property in Ford Co.

Glenn Miller with the Ford Co. Public Health Dept. spoke on the Ford Co. budget and that the Health Dept now has a
YouTube channel and flu clinics going on now.

Frankie W. & Barb B. with ROSC handed out info and stated Narcan Boxes will be distributed soon.

BettyKay B. stated she is also with the Ford Co. Public Health Dept. and is working with ROSC on the Narcan boxes.

. OPPORTUNITY FOR OTHER ELECTED OFFICIALS/DEPT. HEADS TO ADDRESS THE BOARD:

Chief Probation Officer Harrison introduced newly trained Probation Officer Sarah U. and Chief Deputy Alyssa V.

EMA Whitebird went through his monthly report.

Clerk & Recorder Frederick stated she would like the board to consider her new submitted numbers for her FY 2026
Budget. She stated the new Payroll service, new voter registration program were not included in the FY 2026 Budget
proposal and cannot be taken out of dedicated funds. Also, salaries were lowered and lines were removed without her
knowledge. She then reminded the board that she brings in around $140,000.00 per year and this amount covers

all of her deputy's salaries and part of her salary except for $10,850.00 of it.

SOA Bruens stated she would also like the board to consider her new submitted numbers for her FY 2026 Budget and
there was nothing put into her GIS budget and she has been attending Multi-Township meetings.

. APPROVAL OF ALL SUBMITTED ELECTED OFFICIAL/DEPT. HEAD REPORTS:
Mr. Niewold made the motion to accept all submitted Elected Official/Dept. Head Reports. Mrs. C. [hrke seconded it.
Voice Vote - Carried
. VERBAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:
I. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
- Mr. Nuss made a motion to adopt Resolution 25 - 66 (IGA between McLean & Ford Co. regarding the
Court appointed Special Advocates Program). Mrs. King seconded it. Voice Vote - Carried
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At 6:42 P.M. Mr. Nuss seated Mr. McQuinn. Mrs. C. Ihrke seconded it. Voice Vote - Carried

Mr. Niewold made a motion to discuss property taxes for 2024 payable 2025 on Ford Co. Farm #3. Mrs. C. Ihrke
seconded it. After discussion, Mrs. C. Ihrke made a motion to pay $845.32 the Ford County portion of property
taxes for 2024 payable 2025 taxes for Ford Co. Farm #3 out of line 41-00-476.1. Mr. Nuss seconded it.
Roll Call - Ayes - 9, Nays - 3
(Nay - Greg N., Sarah M. & C. Vaughn)

Mr. Nuss made a motion to adopt Resolution 25 - 67 (Sale of a property for Delinquent Taxes Certificate
#20210137). Mr. Ferguson seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 11, Nays - 1
(Nays - C. Ihrke)

Mr. Ferguson made a motion to adopt Resolutions 25 - 68, 25 - 69 & 25 - 70 (Re-Appt. of the following Drng.
Commissioners J. Brown to Vermilion River Outlet, J. Niewold to Walton & D. Wahls to Dist. #1 Twp. Pella).
Mrs. Mussman seconded it. Voice Vote - Carried

FARM COMMITTEE:
Mr. C. Vaughn made a motion to open the 2 submitted bids for Ford Co. Farm #1 for a 3 yr. lease. Mrs. Mussman
seconded it. After discussion, Mr. Ferguson made a motion to accept a bid submitted by M & N Grains, LLC for
$319.00 per acre for Ford Co. Farms #1 (104.54 acres) for a 3 year lease. Mrs. Mussman seconded it.
Roll Call - Ayes - 10, Nays - 2
(Nays - C. Ihrke, King)

Mr. Nuss made a motion to open the submitted bid for Ford Co. Farm #2 for a 3 yr. lease. Mr. Ferguson seconded it.
After discussion, Mr. Ferguson made a motion to accept a bid submitted by M & N Grains, LLC for $306.00 per
acre for Ford Co. Farm #2 (146.6 acres) for a 3 year lease. Mrs. Mussman seconded it.
Roll Call - Ayes - 10, Nays - 2
(Nays - C. Ihrke, King)

Mr. Ferguson made a motion to open the submitted bid for Ford Co. Farm #3 for a 3 yr. lease. Mrs. Mussman
seconded it. After discussion, Mr. Ferguson made a motion to accept a bid submitted by M & R Grains, LLC for
$306.00 per acre for Ford Co. Farm #3(118.6 acres) for a 3 year lease. Mr. C. Vaughn seconded it.
Roll Call - Ayes - 10, Nays - 2
(Nays - C. Ihrke, King)

FINANCE COMMITTEE:
Mr. Kerber moved to approve all Finance claims recommended from the Finance Committee for approval.
Mr. Ferguson seconded it. Roll Call - Unanimous

There were no ARPA claims for approval.

Chairman McCall discussed FY 2026 Annual Budget & Appropriation and FY 2026 Levy amounts. No action was
taken. Chairman McCall stated he will have Mrs. Mussman call a Finance meeting to go over amendments to the
FY 2026 budget. Mrs. Mussman left at 7:26 P.M.

HIGHWAY COMMITTEE:
Mr. Nuss moved to approve all claims recommended from the Highway Committee. Mrs. C. Ihrke seconded it.
Roll Call - Ayes - 11, Absent - 1
(Absent - Mussman)



- Mr. Nuss made the motion to adopt Resolution 25 - 71 (Funding for 21-00145-00-BR (Clarence Road).
Mrs. C. IThrke seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 11, Absent - 1
(Absent - Mussman)

- Mr. Nuss made the motion to adopt Resolution 25 - 72 (Funding for 22-00146-00-BR (Gallahue Road).
Mrs. C. IThrke seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 11, Absent - 1
(Absent - Mussman)
V. INSURANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE:
- Mrs. King stated they met on September 29, 2025 @ 4:30 P.M. to review the updated handbook and voted to pass
the handbook to State's Attorney Killian for review.

VI. SHERIFF'S COMMITTEE:
- Mr. C. Vaughn moved to approve all claims recommended in the Sheriff's Committee. Mr. Ferguson seconded.
Roll Call - Ayes - 11, Absent - 1
(Absent - Mussman)
VII. ZONING COMMITTEE:

VIII. APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES:
- Mr. Niewold moved to approve all submitted committee meeting minutes. Mr. Ferguson seconded it.
Voice Vote - Carried

L. SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS: (* = Chairman of that committee)

I. 708 BOARD KING
I. 9-1-1 NUSS
- Mr. Nuss stated the next meeting will be on Nov. 12, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in Piper City at the Fire station.
[1I. CIRMA McCALL/C. VAUGHN/IHRKE
- Mr. McCall stated the next meeting will be on Oct. 23, 2025 at 10:00 A.M.
IV. ECCA NUSS
V. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FERGUSON/NUSS/K. VAUGHN
VI. EXTENSION MUSSMAN
VII. FORD COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPT. McCALL/NUSS
VIII. MOBILE REGION 8 SHERIFF JOHNSON/McCALL
IX. REGIONAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION McCALL/C. VAUGHN
X. UNION AFFAIRS McCALL/McQUINN
XI. WIA McCALL/NIEWOLD

- Mr. McCall stated they met in Sept. and went through what's available during the State of IL. shutdown.
M. OLD BUSINESS:

N. NEW BUSINESS:
(Nays - C. Ihrke)

0. ADJOURNMENT:

- Mr. C. Vaughn moved to adjourn; Mrs. K. Vaughn seconded the motion.
The meeting ended at 8:33 P.M. Voice Vote - Carried

P. PROCLAMATION: Sheriff Johnson
- The next monthly meeting will be held on Monday, November 10, 2025 at 6:00 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,
Amy Frederick, Ford County Clerk & Recorder

APPROVED:
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