FORD COUNTY BOARD MINUTES
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2025

. CALL TO ORDER:

The County Board of Ford County met pursuant to adjournment in the Ford County Board Room of the Ford
County Jail in Paxton on Monday, September 8, 2025 at 6:00 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Ford County
Chairman Chase McCall.

. ROLL CALL:

The roll call showed the following board members in attendance: Gene May, Kelsie Vaughn, Randy Ferguson,
Greg Niewold, Sarah Mussman, Tim Nuss, Tom McQuinn, Cindy Ihrke, Garett Kerber, Lesley King and Chairman
Chase McCall. Mr. C. Vaughn was not present.

. PROCLAMATION: Sheriff Johnson
. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG: Chairman McCall

. APPROVAL OF THE BOARD AGENDA:
Mr. Nuss made the motion to accept the Agenda. Mr. Kerber seconded it. After discussion, Mr. Niewold made a motion
to amend the agenda under II. Farm Committee by moving Discussion/Possible action on CRP Lease Language, the last
item listed to the first item listed under II. Farm Committee. Mr. Kerber seconded it.

Voice Vote - Carried
. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Mr. Niewold made the motion to approve the August 11, 2025 County Board Minutes. Mrs. King seconded it.

Voice Vote - Carried
. COMMUNICATIONS:

. COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR:
Glenn Miller with the Ford Co. Public Health Dept. they are now fully staffed and working on the FY 2026 Budget.

. OPPORTUNITY FOR OTHER ELECTED OFFICIALS/DEPT. HEADS TO ADDRESS THE BOARD:
EMA Whitebird went through his monthly report.

. APPROVAL OF ALL SUBMITTED ELECTED OFFICIAL/DEPT. HEAD REPORTS:

Mrs. Mussman made the motion to accept all submitted Elected Official/Dept. Head Reports. Mrs. K. Vaughn seconded it.
Voice Vote - Carried
. VERBAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:
I. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
- Mr. Ferguson made a motion to adopt Resolution 25 - 60 (Accepting an Engagement Letter from WIPFL], LLC
for the Gold Package for payroll services through the Clerk & Recorder's Office pending a successful
integration between systems). Mr. May seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 8, Nays - 3
(Nays - Niewold, C. Ihrke & McCall)

- Mr. Niewold made a motion to adopt Resolution 25 - 61 (Approving an upgrade from 100MB to 1GB with
Metro for internet services). Mrs. K. Vaughn seconded it. Roll Call - Unanimous

- Mr. Ferguson made a motion to adopt Resolution 25 - 62 (Amendments to the existing Bloomington-Normal
Enterprise Zone). Mr. Nuss seconded it. Voice Vote - Carried

- Mr. Niewold made a motion to open all 6 submitted bids for multifunctioning printer leases. Mrs. Mussman
seconded it. After discussion, Mr. Ferguson made a motion to accept the copier bid submitted by Watts Copy
Systems. Mr. Nuss seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 10, Nays - 1
(Nay - C. Ihrke)



IL

II1.

FARM COMMITTEE:

Mr. Niewold made a motion to adopt the proposed language in the CRP Lease. Mrs. Mussman seconded it. During
discussion, Mr. Niewold stated concern of liability for the county the way the CRP lease is written now. State's
Attorney Killian reminded the board members that legal fees would be covered by the State of Illinois however,

if there was a judgement, the county would be responsible to pay. Roll Call - Ayes - 3, Nays - 8
(Nay - May, K. Vaughn, Ferguson, Niewold, Mussman, Nuss, King & McCall)
** MOTION FAILED **

Mr. Niewold made a motion to accept a bid delivered to the Sheriff's Office @ 4:26 P.M. Mrs. Mussman seconded it.
After discussion, Mr. Niewold rescinds his motion due to the bidder not delivering to the Clerk & Recorder's Office.

Mr. Niewold made a motion to open 3 of the 4 submitted bids for all 3 Ford Co. Farms for a 5 yr. lease.
Mrs. Mussman seconded it. After discussion, Mr. Niewold made a motion to accept a bid submitted by Miranda
Purcell for $382.00 per acre for Ford Co. Farms #1 (104.54 acres) for a 5 yr. lease. Mrs. K. Vaughn seconded it.
Roll Call - Ayes - 7, Nays - 4
(Nays - Nuss, McQuinn, C. Ihrke, King)
** MOTION FAILED **

Mr. Niewold made a motion to accept a bid submitted by Miranda Purcell for $353.00 per acre for Ford Co. Farm #2
(146.6 acres) for a 5 year lease. Mrs. K. Vaughn seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 7, Nays - 4
(Nays - Nuss, McQuinn, C. Ihrke, King)
** MOTION FAILED **

Mr. Niewold made a motion to accept a bid submitted by Miranda Purcell for $355.00 per acre for Ford Co. Farm #3
(118.6 acres) for a 5 year lease. Mrs. K. Vaughn seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 7, Nays - 4
(Nays - Nuss, McQuinn, C. Ihrke, King)
** MOTION FAILED **

Mr. Niewold asked the board members to reconsider their votes for the acceptance of all 3 farm bids as the county

will be loosing a significant amount of revenue money. After discussion, Mr. Nuss made a motion to reconsider

the votes on all 3 farm bids. Mr. Niewold seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 8, Nays - 3
(Nays - McQuinn, C. Ihrke, King)

Mr. Ferguson made a motion to accept a bid submitted by Miranda Purcell for $382.00 per acre for Ford Co. Farm
#1 (104.54 acres) for a 5 yr. lease. Mrs. Mussman seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 8, Nays - 3
(Nays - McQuinn, C. Ihrke, King)
** MOTION FAILED **

Mr. Niewold made a motion to accept a bid submitted by Miranda Purcell for $353.00 per acre for Ford Co. Farm #2
(146.6 acres) for a 5 year lease. Mrs. K. Vaughn seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 8, Nays - 3
(Nays - McQuinn, C. Ihrke, King)
** MOTION FAILED **

Mr. Ferguson made a motion to accept a bid submitted by Miranda Purcell for $355.00 per acre for Ford Co. Farm
#3 (118.6 acres) for a 5 year lease. Mr. Niewold seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 8, Nays - 3
(Nays - McQuinn, C. Thrke, King)

** MOTION FAILED **
FINANCE COMMITTEE:
Mrs. Mussman moved to approve all Finance claims recommended from the Finance Committee for approval.
Mrs. K. Vaughn seconded it. Roll Call - Unanimous

Mrs. Mussman moved to approve all ARPA claims recommended from the Finance Committee for approval.
Mrs. K. Vaughn seconded it. Roll Call - Unanimous



IV. HIGHWAY COMMITTEE:
- Mr. Nuss moved to approve all claims recommended from the Highway Committee. Mrs. C. Ihrke seconded it.
Roll Call - Unanimous

- Mr. Nuss and Ford Co. Engineer Perkinson stated they would like to seek a higher percentage rate in interest than
they are currently receiving for certain funds.

V. INSURANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE:
- Mrs. King stated she has set a meeting for September 29, 2025 @ 4:30 P.M. in the Sheriff's Boardroom.

VI. SHERIFF'S COMMITTEE:
- Mrs. Mussman moved to approve all claims recommended in the Sheriff's Committee. Mr. Niewold seconded.
Roll Call - Unanimous

- Mrs. C. IThrke made a motion to adopt Resolution 25 - 63 (An Amended Agreement between the State of
Illinois, Illinois Emergency Management Agency & Office of Homeland Security and Ford County, IL.).
Mrs. King seconded it. Roll Call - Unanimous

VII. ZONING COMMITTEE:

VIII. APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES:
- Mr. Nuss moved to approve all submitted committee meeting minutes. Mr. Ferguson seconded it.
Voice Vote - Carried

L. SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS: (* = Chairman of that committee)

[. 708 BOARD KING
1. 9-1-1 NUSS
- Mr. Nuss stated the next meeting will be on Sept. 10, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in Gibson City at the Fire station.
[1I. CIRMA McCALL/C. VAUGHN/THRKE
IV. ECCA NUSS
- Mr. Nuss stated he's attended a lot of zoom meetings for training and funding.
V. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FERGUSON/NUSS/K. VAUGHN
VI. EXTENSION MUSSMAN
VII. FORD COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPT. McCALL/NUSS
VIII. MOBILE REGION 8 SHERIFF JOHNSON/McCALL
IX. REGIONAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION McCALL/C. VAUGHN
- Mr. McCall stated they met on August 18, 2025 to update a budget plan.
X. UNION AFFAIRS McCALL/McQUINN
XI. WIA McCALL/NIEWOLD

M. OLD BUSINESS:
- State's Attorney Killian requested that the Nay voters reconsider the 2 bids that are not the Hatfield/Bowen Farms,

(Ford Co. Farms #1 & #2. No motion was made.

N. NEW BUSINESS:
- Mr. Ferguson made a motion to adopt Resolution 25 - 64 (FY 2026 Public Bldg. Commission Levy with

Ford County). Mr. Nuss seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 10, Nays - 1
(Nays - Niewold)

- Mrs. King made a motion to adopt Resolution 25 - 65 (FY 2026 Public Bldg. Commission Lease with Ford Co).

Mrs. C. Ihrke seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 10, Nays - 1
(Nays - Niewold)



- Mr. Nuss made a motion to seek re-bids for Ford County Farm #1 (104.54 acres) for a 5 year lease.
Mr. Kerber seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 8, Nays - 3
(Nays - Ferguson, C. Ihrke, King)

- Mrs. Mussman made a motion to seek re-bids for Ford County Farm #2 (146.6 acres) for a 5 year lease.
Mrs. Vaughn seconded it. After discussion, Mr. McQuinn made a motion to seek re-bids for Ford County Farm #2
(146.6 acres) & for a 4 year lease. Motion dies for a lack of a second.

- Mr. Nuss made a motion to amend the motion to now seek re-bids for Ford County Farm #2 (146.6 acres) for a
3 year lease. Mr. McQuinn seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 10, Nays - 1
(Nays - Mussman)

- Mrs. Mussman made a motion to seek re-bids for Ford County Farm #2 (146.6 acres) for a 3 year lease.
Mrs. Vaughn seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 9, Nays - 2
(Nays - Mussman, C. Ihrke)

- Mr. Niewold made a motion to seek re-bids for Ford County Farm #3 (118.6 acres) for a 5 year lease.
Mrs. Mussman seconded it. After discussion, Mr. Nuss made a motion to amend the motion to seek re-bids for
Ford County Farm #3 (118.6 acres) for a 3 year lease. Mr. McQuinn seconded it.
Roll Call - Ayes - 7, Nays - 4
(Nays - K. Vaughn, Ferguson, Niewold, Mussman)

- Mr. Niewold made a motion to seek re-bids for Ford County Farm #3 (118.6 acres) for a 3 year lease.
Mrs. Mussman seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 8, Nays - 3
(Nays - Ferguson, C. Ihrke, King)

- Mr. Niewold made a motion to reconsider seeking re-bids for Ford County Farm #1 (104.54 acres) for a 3 year
lease. Mr. Nuss seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 9, Nays - 2
(Nays - Mussman, C. Ihrke)

- Mr. Niewold made a motion to seek re-bids for Ford County Farm #1 (104.54 acres) for a 3 year lease.
Mr. Kerber seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 10, Nays - 1
(Nays - C. Ihrke)
0. ADJOURNMENT:
- Mr. McQuinn moved to adjourn; Mr. Kerber seconded the motion.
The meeting ended at 8:40 P.M. Voice Vote - Carried

P. PROCLAMATION: Sheriff Johnson
- The next monthly meeting will be held on Monday, October 13, 2025 at 6:00 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,
Amy Frederick, Ford County Clerk & Recorder

APPROVED:
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