UPCOMING MEETINGS

for the
FORD COUNTY BOARD

Tuesday, September 2, 2025
4:30 P.M. Executive Committee Meeting — Sheriff’'s Boardroom at the Jail

Wednesday, September 3, 2025
7:00 A.M. Highway Committee Meeting - Highway Department in Roberts

Wednesday, September 3, 2025
9:00 A.M. Sheriff Committee Meeting - Sheriff's Boardroom at the Jail

Friday, September 5, 2025
10:00 A.M. Finance Committee Meeting — Small Courtroom in the Courthouse

Monday, September 8, 2025
6:00 P.M. County Board Meeting - Sheriff's Boardroom at the Jail

Notes:

- The Courthouse will be closed Monday, September 1, 2025 for Labor Day.

‘ HAPPY

~ LABOR DAY







MONTH END REPORT

July 2025

TOTAL DEATH INVESTIGATIONS 15
TOTAL RESIDENT DEATHS
TOTAL NON-RESIDENT DEATHS
PAST INQUIRIES OR INQUESTS PENDING 0
1) NATURAL DEATH INVESIGATIONS 14
2) UNDETERMINED DEATH 0
3) SUICIDE 0
4) HOMICIDE 0
5) ACCIDENTAL DEATH 0
5A) ACCIDENTAL MOTOR VEHICLE DEATH 0
5B) ACCIDENTAL DRUG OR ALCOHOL DEATH 1
AUTOPSIES 1
TOXICOLOGY 1
EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS 0
HOSPICE (CABES..conmsusssms s s s ssississaiss ssasnsoasiasapmassssasansons
INQUESTS CONDUCTED 0
CREMATION PERMITS INVESTIGATED & ISSUED 5
NOTIFICATIONS FOR OTHER COUNTIES 0
ORGAN & TISSUE DONATION 0
INVESTIGATIONS RETURNED TO THE MEDICAL PROFESSION 0
CREMATION PERMITS FEES RECEIVED $ 500.00
REPORT FEES .00
MISC. FEES (GRANTS) .00
TOTAL REVENUE $500.00

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

' Brandon Roderick, Ford County@cﬁ




Monthly Report to the Ford County Board
On Activities at the Highway Department
August, 2025

The Ford County Highway Department completed the following activities during
the month of July, 2025.

Engineering Division
e Entered Claims and Allotments to various County and Township funds.
e Worked on Township MFT.
e Completed Thawville Road Bridge Replacement.
o Attended Township Commissioners’ Meeting at the Highway Department.

Maintenance Division
e Performed Maintenance and Repair on County owned equipment.
e Replaced Damaged Traffic Control Signs.
e Assisted with Township Oil & Chip Work.

County Engineer
e Reviewed Plans for Clarence Road Bridge Replacement.
e Bridge Work Complete on Thawville Road (1900N) just East of IL 115, Road
Opened to Traffic.
e Attended District County Engineers Meeting in Grundy County.




Ford County Highway Committee Minutes

The Ford County Highway Committee met on Aug 06, 2025 at the Ford County Highway Department in Roberts, Illinois.

Present at this regular scheduled meeting were Tim Nuss, Lesley King, Cindy Ihrke and Kelsie Vaughn. County Engineer
Greg Perkinson was also present. Mr. Nuss called the meeting to order at 7:00 a.m.

Mr. Nuss moved to accept the Agenda. Seconded by Mrs. Vaughn. Motion passed.

First on the agenda was the review of July 09, 2025 minutes. Mrs. King moved and Mrs. Vaughn seconded the motion that
they be approved. Motion passed.

Public Comment: Mr. Ron Hilligoss, Button Township Highway Commissioner, discussed the duties, responsibilities and
authority of a Township Highway Commissioner. The separation of responsibilities for the Township Supervisor and
Trustees vs. the Township Highway Commissioner were discussed. Road District funding was also discussed. The statutory
requirement of the Highway Commissioners office are found in 605 ILCS 5/6.

July bills were read and presented by Mr. Perkinson. Mr. Nuss moved and Mrs. Thrke seconded the motion to send the bills
to the full board. Motion passed.

The committee then reviewed the fund balance report and the highway appropriations and expenses report. The possibility
of investing funds at a higher interest rate was discussed. A history of the monthly MFT allotments was presented and
discussed.

Old Business:

Mr. Perkinson informed the committee of the activities at the County Highway Department during the month of July and
will provide a written report for the full board.

Discussed progress on the County Transportation Agreement. Mr. Nuss shared information on how well everything was
moving forward.

New Business:
None

Next Meeting will be Wednesday September 03, 2025 at 7:00 a.m.

Resolutions:
None

Having no further items to discuss, Mrs. Vaughn moved to adjourn at 8:30 am. Seconded by Mrs. King. Motion passed.



FORD COUNTY PROBATION AND COURT SERVICES

JULY of 2025
ADULTS:

Felony Cases 64
Misdemeanors 25
DUI Cases 24
Traffic Cases 0
TOTAL 113
JUVENILES:

Active Caseload
Probation 4

Informal 0

Other

TOTAL

PUBLIC SERVICE:
Adults

Cases 68
Hours 7408
TOTAL CASES: 69
TOTAL HOURS: 7483

Stats for July 2025
Active 81
Warrants 149
TOTAL 230

Administrative Cases

Active
Warrants
TOTAL

uveniles

Cases 1
Hours 75

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE / DIVERSION:

Intakes this month

Cases reviewed this montt

Active Conference/Diversion Cases

INVESTIGATIONS:
PSI's ordered 5

INTAKES:
Adults: 3

PSI's completed 1
Record Checks completed 0

Juveniles: 0

ELECTRONIC MONITORING / GPS:

Adults: 0

Juveniles: 0

CONTACTS FROM POLICE AND / OR CL

JULY 2024(Same month last year)

ADULTS:
Felony Cases
Misdemeanors
DUI Cases
Traffic Cases
TOTAL
JUVENILES:
Active Caseload
Probation

Informal

Other
TOTAL

PUBLIC SERVICE:

Adults

Cases

Hours

TOTAL CASES:
TOTAL HOURS:

Status Offenses /6 Juv. Diversion

VIOLATIONS:
Adult: 9

IENTS AFTER HOURS:

Police 2

Clients 0
HOME / SCHOOL VISITS CONDUCTE

D DURING THE MONTH:

Home: 14

School 0
RESTITUTION / COMMUNITY SERV

ICE COMPLETED:

Restitution collected this month: $580.38

Community Service collected:

Adults: 193

Juveniles: 0

72 Active 96

31 Warrants 146

22 TOTAL 242
0
125

Administrative Cases

4 Active 0
0 TOTAL 1
0
4
Juveniles
65 Cases 1
6855 Hours 75
66
6930

Juveniles: 0



Wipfli LLP
Professional Services Terms and Conditions

compensation as described does present the potential of a conflict of interest.
The IAR’s role is limited to the introduction of Creative. Creative’s written
disclosure brochure and Form CRS discussing its advisory services and fees is
available at www.creativeplanning.com. No Client is under any obligation to
engage Creative or to continue engaging with Creative after having decided to
engage Creative.

Wipfli LLP
Professional Services Terms and Conditions

Page 8
Updated 03/06,/2025



FORD COUNTY BOARD SPECIFICALLY
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING
FRIDAY, JULY 11, 2025

The Finance Committee met on Friday, July 11, 2025, at 10:00 A.M. in the Small Courtroom in the
Courthouse. Roll Call showed the following in attendance: Mrs. Mussman, Mr. Ferguson, Mr. Kerber and
Mr. Vaughn. Also in attendance were Chief Probation Officer J. Harrison, Treasurer Whitcomb, SOA
Bruens and Clerk & Recorder Frederick. Mr. Niewold was not present.

Mr. Ferguson made a motion to approve the Agenda. Mr. C. Vaughn seconded it. Voice Vote - Carried
After the committee reviewed the submitted Finance claims, M Ferguson made the motion to pass all

other submitted Finance claims to the full board for approval “.,C Vaughn seconded it.
i - Roll Call - Unanimous

After the committee reviewed the submitted ARPA claims, Mr. Ferguson Tthade the motion to pass all
submitted ARPA claims to the full board for approval Mr C. Vaughn seconded it. Roll Call - Unanimous

Mrs. Mussman made the motion to pass onto the full board for approval a Reso utlon on Ford County
Public Defender’s Salary for July 1, 2025 to ]une 30, 2026: Mr Kerber seconded it. Roll Call - Unanimous

Chairman Mussman stated there will be a Fmance Bl :,dget meetlng set soon to review FY 2026 Budget and
then she updated the committee on the office. coplers :

Mr. C. Vaughn moved to ad]ourn, Mr. Kerber seconded it. R Voice Vote - Carried
Meeting adjourned at 10:45 A.M, :

Respectfully Submitted,

Amy Frederick
Ford County Clerk & Recorder




FORD COUNTY BOARD SPECIFICALLY
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING
FOR BUDGET PURPOSES
THURSDAY, JULY 17, 2025

The Finance Committee met on Thursday, July 17, 2025, at 9:00 A.M. in the Sheriff's Boardroom at the Jail.
Roll Call showed the following in attendance: Mrs. Mussman, Mr. Ferguson, Mr. Kerber and

Mr. Niewold. Also in attendance were County Board Chairman Chase McCall, Circuit Clerk Schwarz, EMA
Whitebird, Sheriff Johnson, SOA Bruens, Treasurer Whitcomb and Clerk & Recorder Frederick.

Mr. C. Vaughn was not present. »

Mr. Ferguson made a motion to approve the Agenda. Mr. Niew ldfseconded it. Voice Vote - Carried
Chairman Mussman reviewed the proposed FY 2026 Budget w1th commlttee members and Elected

Officials/Dept. Heads in attendance.

Mr. Niewold moved to adjourn; Mr. Ferguson seconded it. 7 Voice Vote - Carried
Meeting adjourned at 10:17 A.M. o
Respectfully Submitted,

Amy Frederick
Ford County Clerk & Recor der



FORD COUNTY BOARD SPECIFICALLY
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES

The Executive Committee met on Tuesday, August 5, 2025 in the Sheriff Boardroom of the jail.
Chairman McCall called the meeting to Order at 4:30pm.

Chairman McCall administered roll call which showed the following committee members
present: Randy Ferguson, Tim Nuss, Lesley King, Carson Vaughn, Chairman Chase McCall.
Quorum was established.

Executive Committee Members Greg Niewold and Sarah Mussman were not present.

Department Heads present: EMA Coordinator Terry Whitebird, Clerk & Recorder Amy
Frederick, Treasurer Krisha Whitcomb, Sheriff Chad Johnson

Mr. Ferguson made a motion to accept the Executive Committee Agenda as written. Mrs. King
seconded the motion. There was no discussion.
Voice Vote: Unanimous approval

There were no members of the public that wished to speak.

Under Old Business, there was no official discussion regarding a multifunction printer contract
as stated in the agenda but Chairman McCall did share information provided to him about a
company called Sourcewell, a company that handles procurement through a cooperative national
purchasing program. Essentially, Sourcewell acts as the bidder and handles the process of
purchasing and/or leasing technology equipment, facility equipment, fleet vehicles, and office
supplies for the county. Chairman McCall briefed the Committee that this platform may be of use
to department heads in the future.

Under New Business, Mr. Nuss made the motion to allow the Ford County Treasurer to destroy
certain records for County Board consideration. Mrs. King seconded the motion. During
discussion, Chairman McCall referenced the Treasurer had successfully sought approval from the
state to properly destroy records through a records disposal certificate. There was no further
discussion.

Voice Vote: Unanimous approval

Under New Business, Mr. Ferguson made the motion to approve the Ford County Probation and
Court Services to hire one full-time probation officer for County Board consideration. Mr. Nuss
seconded the motion. During discussion, Chairman McCall stated that this hire would fill a
vacant position and not for an additional position. There was no further discussion.

Voice Vote: Unanimous approval

Under New Business, Mr. Vaughn made the motion to approve the Ford County Probation and
Court Services to hire one full-time deputy clerk for County Board consideration. Mr. Nuss
seconded the motion. During discussion, Chairman McCall stated that this hire would fill a
vacant position and not for an additional position. There was no further discussion.



Voice Vote: Unanimous approval

Under New Business, Mr. Ferguson made a motion to allow the Ford County Board to seek bids
for multifunction printer lease. Mr. Vaughn seconded the motion. During discussion, Chairman
McCall referenced that all department heads wished to participate in the bid process sponsored
by the County Board. If the County Board approves seeking bids, the bid packet will be available
on August 20, 2025 and run until September 8, 2025. Chairman McCall went over bid language
with the Committee and together made revisions where appropriate for County Board
consideration. There was no further discussion.

Voice Vote: Unanimous approval

Under New Business, Mr. Nuss made a motion to accept an engagement letter beginning October
1, 2025 allowing WIPFLi, LLP to conduct payroll services for Ford County through the Clerk &
Recorder’s office with services to be billed beginning in FY 2026 budget for County Board
consideration. Mrs. King seconded the motion. During discussion Clerk & Recorder Frederick
noted that her office needs additional support with regard to payroll services. Clerk Frederick
further opines that LOCUS, the county’s accounting software, is limited and states that WIPFLi
can handle most newer requirements as dictated by the state. Clerk Frederick further notes that
she will utilize general funds for this contract, which will total around $20,000, and not use
dedicated funds for this service as the State’s Attorney and auditor state it is inappropriate. There
was no further discussion.

Voice Vote: Carried

There was no Safety Report

Mr. Vaughn made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Ferguson seconded the motion. Chairman McCall
adjourned the Executive Committee meeting at 5:00pm.



Farm Committee Minutes Wednesday, July 20, 2025 4pm in the Sheriff’s Boardroom

(Meeting was continued to August 6, 2025 added at the bottom)

The meeting was called to order at 4:01pm by Mr. Niewold

Roll Call: Cindy Ihrke, Garett Kerber, Tom McQuinn, Sarah Mussman, and Greg Niewold all

present. Public in attendance: Dallas Glazik, Kendal Diesburg, and Dave Kaeding

Agenda Approval: Mr Niewold made a motion to approve the agenda after correcting order of

new business to reflect item #5 (CRP Lease Language) being moved to 2" to last on the agenda.

Motion was seconded by Mrs. Mussman, and motion passed as presented.

Public Comment: None.

Old Business:

1)

2)

3)

4)

No discussion was held regarding modifying Farm #3 leased acres for the 2025 crop year
after Mr Niewold stated he had received no guidance from Mr. Killian regarding ability or
lack of ability for the committee or board to modify the acreage.

Mr. Niewold discussed that Mr. McCall had turned in FSA form 1026 to the FSA office
asking for their review of potential Farm #3 maintenance projects that had been
discussed at previous committee meetings.

Discussion was held regarding the Right of Way/Easement in Button Township that has
been brought up at previous county board meetings. Mrs. Ihrke, and Mr. McQuinn stated
they met with the township road commissioner earlier in the day, and he showed them
the encroachment into the ROW/Easement. Mr. Niewold stated that no actual survey
has been presented from a surveyor to the committee or the board to his knowledge,
nor has any township easement been presented, so there is no actionable item that can
be addressed until those documents are presented. The majority of the committee
seemed to agree it best to get through this production year and then if the road
commissioner sees fit to mark his ROW/easement, but at the same time the same needs
to be true and verified across the entire township, not just the county ground as
presented at previous meetings and via actual survey documents and written easements
applicable to the township. No other discussion or action was taken.

Mr Niewold stated the tenant for all 3 county owned farms had given him the planting,
fertilizer, and spraying records for all 3 farms earlier in the day as obligated per the lease
agreements to do by August 1, and no review had been done due to timing.

New Business:

1)

Mr Niewold moved to amend cash rent lease language in Section V, paragraph B to read
“Abide by township road easement and right-of-way as marked by elected township road
commissioner.” Section V, paragragh C to read “To prevent noxious weeds from going to
seed on said premises and to destroy the same and keep the weeds and grass cut the
ditches are to be cut twice a year at a minimum, specifically once before harvest, and
not between dates that coincide with the USDA nesting season. No mowing of road



2)

3)

ditches are to be done without prior written approval of the township road
commissioner. If the tenant wishes to not mow the road ditch due to any actual or
perceived right of way or easement issues it will be left to the township to mow the road
ditch.” Section V, Paragraph E to include “production of legume or similar hay for animal
feed.” Section VI, paragraph M, “No hunting of any type is permissible on the property
under any circumstances without prior authorization and vote of the Ford County
Board.”

Seconded by Mr. Kerber.
Discussion was held regarding the need for these additions and clarifications.
Vote: Voice vote: Passed to the full board for consideration.

Mr Niewold moved to discuss the now terminated IRAP agreement between Ford
County and IDNR.

Seconded by Mrs. lhrke

During Discussion Mr. Niewold presented email correspondence from IDNR legal council
stating IRAP is for a minimum of 40 acres, but can be adjusted depending on the
scenario and size of smaller tracks and the distance apart for safe hunting. She also
stated the IDNR will not give legal advice to the county, and IDNR does not indemnify
any other parties (Ford County) from liability. Another document was presented
showing that IDNR provides financial backing to private landowners enrolled in IRAP, but
not government owned ground. A third document discussed the statutory limitations of
IRAP, specifically State of Illinois Recreational Used of Leased Land Act (745 ILCS 67)
stating the act is specifically for leased private land not county or other public lands, and
that IRAP does NOT and cannot insure county land due to the programs legal framework
and funding mechanism. Mrs. lhrke stated there is another act that does pertain to the
state protecting county owned ground, but could not locate it at the time of the
meeting. Mr Niewold stated he will look into it with Mr Killian. No action was taken.

Mr Niewold moved to accept cash bids for Ford County Farm #1 for a 5-year lease
beginning on December 1, 2025 and ending on November 30, 2030 for the purpose of
raising a production crop.

Seconded by Mrs Mussman

Brief discussion was held regarding verifying acreage, and then was noted that previous
and current leases are based off of FSA production maps. Further discussion was held
regarding the length of 5 years.

Roll Call: Yes — McQuinn, Kerber, Mussman, Niewold
No — lhrke

Motion passed to full board for consideration.



4) Mr Niewold moved to accept cash bids for Ford County Farm #2 for a 5-year lease
beginning on December 1, 2025 and ending on November 30, 2030 for the purpose of
raising a production crop.

Seconded by Mr Kerber

Discussion was held regarding acreage, ROW, and farmers treating the land with
care and concern for such a length of time. Mr Niewold stated it was his belief
that a farmer would give more care and concern over 5 years than 1 or two
years.

Roll Call: Yes — Kerber, Mussman, Niewold
No — McQuinn, lhrke
Motion passed to the full board for consideration

5) Mr. Niewold moved to accept cash bids for Ford County Farm #3 for a 5-year lease
beginning on December 1, 2025 and ending on November 30, 2030 for the purpose of
raising a production crop, and simultaneously accept bids for an operator for the
purpose of planting and maintaining CRP on County Farm #3, with the county accepting
the bid of the highest net between the two options, after approval of CRP Operator
Lease language agreement.

Seconded by Mrs Mussman

Discussion was held regarding fairness to a CRP operator by Mrs lhrke as the bid
is a known amount as set by USDA for CRP. Mr Niewold stated that has always
been the case and always will be, furthermore he had given his word that we
would bid this farm for both cash rent and CRP and this motion does just that.
Duty to accept the highest bid was then addressed with Mr Kerber and Mrs lhrke.

Motion by Mr Kerber to amend the motion by removing “with the county
accepting the bid of the highest net between the two options.”

Amendment seconded by: Mrs Mussman

The amendment was discussed pertaining to fairness of simultaneously bidding
the two different options again, with Mr Niewold stating his belief that if only one or the
other is bid some members may feel like money was left on the table without ever
knowing either way.

Roll Call: Yes — Ihrke, Mussman, McQuinn, Kerber, Niewold
No — none

The now amended main motion was read and discussion continued on the same topics
as previously discussed. Mr Kerber wanted to confirm it would be contingent on there
being a CRP lease agreement and Mr Niewold stated that was his desire so that both
could be presented at the same time for bidding.



Roll Call: Yes — Mussman, McQuinn, Kerber, Niewold
No — lhrke
Motion passed to the full board for consideration

6) Mr Niewold presented draft CRP lease language to the committee and stated he had a
meeting with Mr Killian to finalize. Mrs. Ihrke moved to continue the meeting to
Wednesday, August 6 at 4pm in the small courtroom of the courthouse.

Seconded by Mrs Mussman
No discussion, and voice vote to continue the meeting passed.

7) Safety Report
8) Adjourn:

FORD COUNTY BOARD SPECIFICALLY
CONTINUED FARM COMMITTEE MINUTES

The Farm Committee met on Wednesday, August 6, 2025 in the Small Courtroom. Chairman
McCall called the meeting to Order at 4:00pm. This is a continuation of the Farm Committee

meeting held on Wednesday, July 30, 2025.

Chairman McCall administered roll call which showed the following committee members
present: Sarah Mussman, Chairman McCall, serving as Ex-Officio of the Farm Committee.

Quorum was not established and the Committee is adjourned until further notice of the Farm
Committee.

Chairman of the Board Chase McCall



