FORD COUNTY BOARD MINUTES
MONDAY, AUGUST 11, 2025

. CALL TO ORDER:

The County Board of Ford County met pursuant to adjournment in the Ford County Board Room of the Ford
County Jail in Paxton on Monday, August 11, 2025 at 6:00 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Ford County
Chairman Chase McCall.

. ROLL CALL:

The roll call showed the following board members in attendance: Gene May, Kelsie Vaughn, Greg Niewold,
Sarah Mussman, Tim Nuss, Tom McQuinn, Cindy Ihrke, Garett Kerber, Lesley King and Chairman Chase McCall.
Mr. Ferguson and Mr. C. Vaughn were not present.

. PROCLAMATION: Sheriff Johnson
. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG: Chairman McCall

. APPROVAL OF THE BOARD AGENDA:

Mrs. C. Ihrke made the motion to amend the Agenda by moving 2 items under New Business - 1. Discussion/Possible

action on CRP Lease Language and 2. Discussion/Possible action on accepting bids for a CRP Operator of County

Farm #3 to under K. II. Farm Committee. Mr. Nuss seconded it. Voice Vote - 2 Nays

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Mr. Niewold made the motion to approve the July 14, 2025 County Board Minutes. Mrs. King seconded it.
Voice Vote - Carried
. COMMUNICATIONS:
Chairman McCall asked that the Presentation of CASA/GAL be pushed back a month. Chairman McCall then stated that
being aware of the recent events in Gibson City, he is grateful the injuries weren't any worse than they were and on
behalf of the County Board, we extend our deepest appreciation to all First Responders for their bravery and quick
action and continued dedication.

. COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR:
Frankie with ROSC explained what they do at ROSC such as contests for decorating with the color purple and they
helped make the skyline in Chicago purple and they offer Kkits filled with information of local businesses and
communities. They meet via zoom every 4th Tuesday at 8:30 A.M.
McKenna with McKenna's Bags explained the 501C3 charity they work with out of Gibson City. Their goal is to help
the helpless and give something back. They fill and hand out drawstring bags filled with various items. Coming soon
they will hold "Socktober" to collect socks for homeless shelters.
Odette with East Central IL Community Action introduced a representative for Ford County and spoke on funds in
October that may be available.
Glenn Miller with the Ford Co. Public Health Dept. explained how they are focusing on water wells and looking for
the West Niles virus. He then stated that he has a great deal of respect for ROSC.
Luke, stated he was born and raised here, spoke to the board on concerns with offering a 5 year Lease for the County
Farms and stated he would like to see a 2 year lease instead.

. OPPORTUNITY FOR OTHER ELECTED OFFICIALS/DEPT. HEADS TO ADDRESS THE BOARD:
EMA Whitebird went through his monthly report.

Treasurer Whitcomb reminded everyone that Friday, August 15, 2025 is the last day to pay the first installment on
land taxes.

. APPROVAL OF ALL SUBMITTED ELECTED OFFICIAL/DEPT. HEAD REPORTS:

Mr. Nuss made the motion to accept all submitted Elected Official/Dept. Head Reports. Mrs. C. Ihrke seconded it.
Voice Vote - Carried



K. VERBAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:

L

IL

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
Mrs. King made a motion to adopt Resolution 25 - 57 (Allowing the Treasurer to destroy certain records).
Mrs. Mussman seconded it. Voice Vote - Carried

Mr. Nuss made a motion to adopt Resolution 25 - 58 (Allowing Ford Co. Probation to hire one full-time
Probation Officer). Mr. Kerber seconded it. Roll Call - Unanimous

Mr. Kerber made a motion to adopt Resolution 25 - 59 (Allowing Ford Co. Probation to hire one full-time
Deputy Clerk). Mrs. K. Vaughn seconded it. Roll Call - Unanimous

Mrs. Mussman made a motion to allow the Ford Co. Board to seek bids for multifunctioning print lease. Mr. Nuss
seconded it. After discussion, Mr. Niewold made a motion to amend the RFP - Copiers 2025 Section IL - C.
Maintenance portion, that the monthly count be for all copiers combined. Mr. Kerber seconded it.

Roll Call - Unanimous

Mr. Kerber made a motion to accept an Engagement letter from WIPFL], LLC for payroll services. Mr. May

seconded it. After discussion, Clerk & Recorder Frederick was asked to make sure the new service will be able to
interact with the current system. Mr. Niewold made a motion to table the Engagement letter until more information
could be found. Mrs. Mussman seconded it. Voice Vote - Carried

FARM COMMITTEE:
After reading the amendments, Mr. Niewold made a motion to adopt the proposed language in the Cash Rent Lease.
Mr. Kerber seconded it. Roll Call - Unanimous

Mr. Niewold made a motion to accept bids for Ford Co. Cash Farm #1 (104.54 acres) & for a 5 year lease.
Mrs. Mussman seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 6, Nays - 4
(Nays - Nuss, McQuinn, C. Ihrke, King)

Mr. Niewold made a motion to accept bids for Ford Co. Cash Farm #2 (146.6 acres) & for a 5 year lease.
Mrs. Mussman seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 6, Nays - 4
(Nays - Nuss, McQuinn, C. Ihrke, King)

Mr. Niewold made a motion to accept bids for Ford Co. Cash Farm #3 (118.6 acres) & for a 5 year lease.
Mrs. K. Vaughn seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 6, Nays - 4
(Nays - Nuss, McQuinn, C. Ihrke, King)

Mrs. C. Ihrke made a motion to table CRP lease language. Mr. McQuinn seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 4, Nays - 6
(Nays - May, K. Vaughn, Niewold, Mussman, Kerber)
** MOTION FAILED **

Mrs. Mussman called the previous question. Mr. Niewold seconded it. Roll Call - Ayes - 6, Nays - 4
(Nays - Nuss, McQuinn, C. Ihrke, King)

Mr. Niewold made a motion to accept the CRP lease language. Mrs. Mussman seconded it.
Roll Call - Ayes - 5, Nays - 5
(Nays - May, Nuss, McQuinn, C. Ihrke, King)
** MOTION FAILED **

Mr. Niewold made a motion to table accepting bids for a CRP Operator for County Farm #3.
Mrs. K. Vaughn seconded it. Roll Call - Unanimous



II1.

IV.

VL

VIL

VIII.

FINANCE COMMITTEE:

Mrs. Mussman moved to approve all Finance claims recommended from the Finance Committee for approval.
Mr. Kerber seconded it. Roll Call - Unanimous

Mrs. C. Ihrke made a motion to accept for payment a Thomson Reuters claims totaling $2,188.02.
Mrs. King seconded it. Roll Call - Unanimous

HIGHWAY COMMITTEE:
Mr. Nuss moved to approve all claims recommended from the Highway Committee. Mrs. K. Vaughn seconded it.
Roll Call - Ayes - 9, Absent - 1
(Absent - C. Ihrke)

Mr. Nuss updated the board that the Thawville bridge Project is complete, CHRIS transportation is running well,
and Chief Probation Officer Harrison stated that CHRIS has helped a lot of the probation clients as well.

INSURANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE:
Mrs. King stated they will meet mid August or September.

SHERIFF'S COMMITTEE:
Mr. Niewold moved to approve all claims recommended in the Sheriff's Committee. Mr. Nuss seconded it.
Roll Call - Unanimous

Mrs. Mussman spoke briefly on the possible structure damage from bees at the Courthouse and that this issue
should be brought to the Public Building Commission to look into.

ZONING COMMITTEE:

APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES:
Mrs. King moved to approve all submitted committee meeting minutes. Mrs. K. Vaughn seconded it. After
discussion, Mr. Niewold made the motion to amend the Farm Committee Minutes from July 30, 2025 to state
in recess until further notice instead of Adjourned. Mrs. Mussman seconded it.
Voice Vote - Carried

. SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS: ( * = Chairman of that committee)

L
II.

L.

Iv.
V.
VL
VIL
VIIL
IX.

XI.

708 BOARD KING
9-1-1 NUSS
Mr. Nuss stated the next meeting will be on Aug. 13, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in Roberts at the Fire station.

CIRMA McCALL/C. VAUGHN/IHRKE

Mr. McCall stated they met on July 24, 2025 and there was a presentation of Lexipol (a service to help with grants) and
CIRMA has offered to pay for this service. Mr. McCall updated the board on the Integrity state-wide lawsuit against all
County Treasurer's and County Clerk's that CIRMA has retained an attorney to represent all CIRMA members involved
in this lawsuit.

ECCA NUSS
Mr. Nuss thanked Odette for coming.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FERGUSON/NUSS/K. VAUGHN
EXTENSION MUSSMAN
FORD COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPT. McCALL/NUSS
MOBILE REGION 8 SHERIFF JOHNSON/McCALL
REGIONAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION McCALL/C. VAUGHN
Mr. McCall stated they will meet on August 18, 2025.

UNION AFFAIRS McCALL/McQUINN
WIA McCALL/NIEWOLD



M. OLD BUSINESS:

N. NEW BUSINESS:

0. ADJOURNMENT:

- Mr. McQuinn moved to adjourn; Mr. Kerber seconded the motion.
The meeting ended at 8:06 P.M. Voice Vote - Carried

P. PROCLAMATION: Sheriff Johnson
- The next monthly meeting will be held on Monday, September 8, 2025 at 6:00 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,
Amy Frederick, Ford County Clerk & Recorder

APPROVED:
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