FORD COUNTY BOARD MINUTES
MONDAY, JULY 14, 2025

. CALL TO ORDER:

The County Board of Ford County met pursuant to adjournment in the Ford County Board Room of the Ford
County Jail in Paxton on Monday, July 14, 2025 at 6:00 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Ford County
Chairman Chase McCall.

. ROLL CALL:

The roll call showed the following board members in attendance: Gene May, Kelsie Vaughn, Randy Ferguson,
Greg Niewold, Tim Nuss, Tom McQuinn, Cindy Ihrke, Garett Kerber, Lesley King, Vice Chairman Carson Vaughn
and Chairman Chase McCall. Mrs. Mussman was not present.

. PROCLAMATION: Sheriff Johnson
. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG: Chairman McCall

. APPROVAL OF THE BOARD AGENDA:
Mrs. C. Ihrke made the motion to approve the Agenda. Mr. Kerber seconded it.

Voice Vote - Carried
. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Mrs. King made the motion to amend the June 30, 2025 Special County Board Minutes under I. Old Business, the 4th
paragraph, should now read as follows: After discussion, Mr. Niewold made the motion to designate the Ford County
County Board Chairman Chase McCall and the Vice Chairman Carson Vaughn as Power of Attorney as long as they hold
their Ford County Board positions, with the FSA Office. Mr. Kerber seconded it.

Voice Vote - Carried
. COMMUNICATIONS:
Chairman McCall stated that by using the Owl, the County Board future meetings will go live. As a reminder, County
Board members must be in person and cannot participate elsewhere unless certain circumstances occur. The public
will also be able to listen via weblink or by a special telephone number but, can only participate in person.

. COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR:

Ron Hilligoss, Button Twp. Highway Commissioner stated he found an original Easement from 1938. He also stated he's
really worked hard to get Button Twp where it is today. He thanked Ford Co. Engineer Greg Perkinson for working
with him and Clerk & Recorder Amy Frederick and Ford Co. Sheriff Johnson. Mr. Hilligoss stated he will re-grade the
property and felt the board should have been more aware of damages to the farm ground area. Mr. Hilligoss finished
by asking Greg Niewold to resign.

Melissa Walters spoke to the board about events coming soon with CRIS and asked the board on their thoughts how to
advertise better to let the public know that CRIS is now available to the public.

Taylor Burnett introduced herself as a new Deputy Clerk in the Treasurer's Office.

Glenn Miller with the Ford Co. Public Health Dept. explained all the different services the Health Dept. helps the public
with.

. OPPORTUNITY FOR OTHER ELECTED OFFICIALS/DEPT. HEADS TO ADDRESS THE BOARD:
EMA Whitebird went through his monthly report.

. APPROVAL OF ALL SUBMITTED ELECTED OFFICIAL/DEPT. HEAD REPORTS:
Mr. Nuss made the motion to accept all submitted Elected Official/Dept. Head Reports. Mrs. C. Ihrke seconded it.
Voice Vote - Carried



K. VERBAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

Mr. Nuss made a motion to discuss multifunction printer contracts. Mr. Ferguson seconded it. Chairman McCall
stated they are working on future copier contracts and stated the current contract has been extended to
October 2025. No action was taken.

FARM COMMITTEE:
Mr. Niewold stated there has not been a meeting but, he will be planning one soon.

FINANCE COMMITTEE:
Mr. C. Vaughn moved to approve all Finance claims recommended from the Finance Committee for approval.
Mr. Ferguson seconded it. Roll Call - Unanimous

Mr. C. Vaughn moved to approve all ARPA claims recommended from the Finance Committee for approval.
Mr. Ferguson seconded it. Roll Call - Unanimous

Mr. Niewold made a motion to adopt Resolution 25 - 54 (Setting the Public Defender’s Salary for July 1, 2025
to June 30, 2026). Mrs. K. Vaughn seconded it. Roll Call - Unanimous

Chairman McCall stated Mrs. Mussman has set a Finance Budget Meeting for Thursday, July 17, 2025 at 9:00 A.M.
in the Sheriff's Boardroom to review FY 2026 Budget with Elected Officials & Dept. Heads.

HIGHWAY COMMITTEE:
Mr. Nuss moved to approve all claims recommended from the Highway Committee. Mrs. King seconded it.
Roll Call - Unanimous

Mr. Nuss made a motion to adopt 2 Resolutions 25 - 55 & 25 - 56 (Local Public Agency Engineering Service
Agreements with Hutchinson Engineering Inc.). Mrs. King seconded it.
Roll Call - Unanimous

There was a brief discussion on advertising for CRIS. The board gave suggestions such as local media and radio.

INSURANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE:
Mrs. King stated that CIRMA is looking our current Handbook.

SHERIFF'S COMMITTEE:
Mr. C. Vaughn moved to approve all claims recommended in the Sheriff's Committee. Mr. Niewold
seconded it. Roll Call - Unanimous

Sheriff Johnson discussed utilizing existing allocated ARPA funds to purchase 2 new squads and possibly a new
Live Scan due to the current one needing to be replaced soon also the body cams need to be updated soon.
Sheriff stated Advanced Correctional Healthcare has resolved some issues and Sheriff will re-sign a new contract
with them.

Mr. Ferguson made a motion to allow Sheriff Johnson to donate a truck to the Elliott Fire Protection Dist.
Mr. Nuss seconded it. Roll Call - Unanimous

Mrs. C. Ihrke asked about dispatch going above and beyond. Chief Deputy Kaeding stated that he & Sheriff Johnson
wrote accommodation letters to the employees. Sheriff Johnson stated that the bees are still an issue and he is looking
into it more.



VII. ZONING COMMITTEE:

VIII. APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES:
- Mr. Ferguson moved to approve all submitted committee meeting minutes. Mr. Nuss seconded it.
Voice Vote - Carried

L. SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS: (* = Chairman of that committee)

I. 708 BOARD KING
I. 9-1-1 NUSS
- Mr. Nuss stated the next meeting will be on Aug. 13, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in Roberts at the Fire station.
[II. CIRMA McCALL/C. VAUGHN/THRKE
- Mr. McCall stated the next meeting will be on July 24, 2025.
IV. ECCA NUSS
V. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FERGUSON/NUSS/K. VAUGHN
VI. EXTENSION MUSSMAN
VII. FORD COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPT. McCALL/NUSS
VIII. MOBILE REGION 8 SHERIFF JOHNSON/McCALL
IX. REGIONAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION McCALL/C. VAUGHN
X. UNION AFFAIRS McCALL/McQUINN
XI. WIA McCALL/NIEWOLD
- June 11, 2025 they received an updated that the proposed FY 2026 budget was accepted and they are now looking at
the Big Beautiful Bill.

M. OLD BUSINESS:

N. NEW BUSINESS:
- Mr. Nuss stated that a 3rd Annual All Awareness Day is scheduled for Sunday, July 20, 2025 at 12:00 noon.

- Mr. Ferguson thanked Clerk & Recorder Amy Frederick's office for holding a potluck stating that many employees
he spoke with were very thankful. He then briefly discussed a future Veteran's Assistant may be in the process.

0. ADJOURNMENT:

- Mr. C. Vaughn moved to adjourn; Mr. Ferguson seconded the motion.
The meeting ended at 7:10 P.M. Voice Vote - Carried

P. PROCLAMATION: Sheriff Johnson
- The next monthly meeting will be held on Monday, August 11, 2025 at 6:00 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,
Amy Frederick, Ford County Clerk & Recorder

APPROVED:
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