
 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

for the 

FORD COUNTY BOARD 

    
Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2025  

7:00 A.M. Highway Committee Meeting – Highway Department in Roberts 

 

Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2025 

9:00 A.M.  Sheriff Committee Meeting – Sheriff’s Boardroom at the Jail 

 

Thursday, Feb. 6, 2025 

9:00 A.M.  Finance Committee Meeting – Small Courtroom in Courthouse 

 

Monday, Feb. 10, 2025  

6:00 P.M.  County Board Meeting – Sheriff’s Boardroom at the Jail 

 

  

 Notes: 

- Courthouse will be CLOSED on Monday, January 20, 2025, for Martin Luther  

      King, Jr. Day 

-  Courthouse will be CLOSED on Monday, February 17, 2025, for President’s Day 

 

Don’t Forget: 
- Sunday, February 2, 2025 – Groundhog’s Day 

- Wednesday, February 12, 2025 – Lincoln’s Birthday 

- Friday, February 14, 2025 – Valentine’s Day  
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wishing to engage in debate must contain their debate to the topic under
consideration.
Board members should refrain from injecting personal notes into debate.
The presiding officer shall allow every member an opportunity to debate before
recognizing a member who has already been acknowledged to debate in
accordance with Roberts Rules of Order.
A member, when called to order by the presiding officer, shall immediately
discontinue speaking. If there is no appeal from the ruling of the presiding officer,
such ruling shall be conclusive.
When a member has the floor and is engaged in debate, no member shall hold any
private discussion at a level disruptive to the board as determined by the presiding
officer.
Whenever a true copy of the full text of any Bill, Communication, Resolution,
Ordinance, or Rules of Order have been furnished to each of the members of the
Board by mail, personal delivery, electronically, or otherwise, it shall not be
necessary, unless otherwise required by law or by the Rules of the Board, for the
Clerk of the Board, Presiding Officer or Committee Chair to read at length the
complete text to the membership of the Board when the same is presented for
action, but the same may be referred to in general terms or by title only, unless a
majority of the board specifically request that the same be read at length in its
entirety.

Board Appeal
Any member may appeal to the Board a ruling of the presiding officer. If the
appeal is seconded, the member making the appeal may briefly state the reason
for the same. The presiding officer may briefly explain the ruling, but there shall
be no debate and no other member shall participate in the discussion. The
presiding officer shall then put the question, "Shall the decision of the Board
Chair be sustained?" lf a majority of the members of the Board present vote "No,"
the decision of the presiding officer shall be overturned; otherwise, it shall be
sustained.

Personal Privilege
The right of a member to address the Board on a question of personal privilege
shall be limited to:
1. Those cases in which the integrity, character, or motives of the member

are, or have been, attached or questioned.
2. Those cases that the member believes there is a legitimate conflict of

interest with a particular matter in front of the Board for consideration.

Motions and Discussion
After a motion or resolution is stated by the presiding offrcer or has been read by
the Clerk, a motion and second must be entered before any discussion and vote
can occur. Once a motion and second has been made, it shall be deemed to be in
the possession of the Board. In the event an original motion is altered, the original
mover of the motion advises their concurrence with the change and restates their
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motion. The member who seconded the original motion must then agree with the
adjusted motion or in the event of not agreeing, must state as such and may
withdraw their original motion.
If any question under consideration contains several propositions, the Board, by a
majority vote of the members present, may divide the question into its component
parts and act separately upon each part.

No member of the Board shall occupy the floor in speaking or in debate without
being addressed first by the presiding officer and shall not occupy the floor for an

unreasonable amount of time. The period for discussion, on or for debate, to be

allotted to individual members or to sides of a question, may be fixed by the
action of two-thirds (213) of the members of the Board present and voting. No
member shall be allowed to speak twice on the same question so long as any other
member who has not spoken on that question desires the floor. A member who has

spoken twice on a particular question has exhausted his or her right to debate that
question. The presiding officer may close debate and put the question to a vote
when it appears that debate has been exhausted on a pafticular question or when a

member of the Board calls for the question.
A Board Member may request any item listed on the published agenda to be

removed for any reason. Upon the Board Chair announcing Agenda Item E.

(Approval of Board Agenda) any Board Member may request to remove a specific
item by receiving acknowledgement and requesting the specific item be removed.
If there is no objection by other board members, the item will be removed. Upon
receipt of any objection, the Board Chair will call for a vote to remove the
requested item. To remove an Agenda item after objection and subsequent will
require a2l3 vote of the members present.

Voting
All questions which shall arise at meetings of a committee or Full Board shall be

determined by the votes of the majority of members present at such meetings,
except in cases as otherwise provided by law.
The "yeas/yes" and the "nays/no" upon a question shall be taken by roll call vote
of the members present in order of board voting position.
Board members shall abstain from acting on any matter that comes before the

Board that will directly or indirectly benefit any public of private entity or
institution when the Board Member is an officer of or sites on the governing body
of such entity or institution, or in which the Board Member or the Board Members
imrnediate family has a financial interest as described in applicable laws or
policies. If a Board Mernber has any other conflict of interest or the appearance of
a conflict of interest, the Board Member may be excused if, prior to discussion of
the matter, the Board Member informs the Board Chair of his/her desire to be

excused because ofa potential conflict ofinterest or the appearance ofa conflict
of interest. Ever member of the County Board present on the putting of the
question shall vote thereon, unless excused prior to putting of the question. All
members that are excused from voting will not be allowed to participate in the
discussion of the matter unless questions are directed to them by the Board Chair
for information purposes but will be counted toward the presence of a quorum.

D

Section 5:
A.

B

C

12



The minutes shall record members excused from voting as being present but
abstaining. Board Members must vote yes or no on any matter brought before the
Board unless authorized as described above to abstain or be excused.
A vote or question may be reconsidered at any time on the day on which the
motion has been acted upon by the Board, or the next succeeding day in the event
a meeting is recessed to the next succeeding day. A motion to reconsider having
once been made and decided in the negative shall not be renewed, nor shall the
motion to reconsider be allowed. A motion to reconsider having been made must
be seconded, and such motion and second shall be made by members of the Board
who vote on the prevailing side of the question, unless otherwise provided for by
law. The motion to reconsider shall require a vote of a simple majority of the
members of the Board present voting in favor of such reconsideration in order to
prevail.
A vote, question, resolution, or an action may be rescinded if the time for a
motion to reconsider has passed. A motion to rescind shall be seconded and
requires a two-third s (213) vote of the members present to prevail if written notice
of such motion has not been presented in accordance with these Rules. In the
event written notice has been given, a motion to rescind shall prevail upon an
affirmative vote of a majority of the members present. Any motion to rescind
must comply with the notice requirements of the Illinois Open Meetings Act.
Any rule may be temporarily suspended, in any particular case or even, upon a
motion, a second and a favorable vote of not less than two-thirds (213) of the
members of the Board present. The motion to suspend the Rules shall include a
brief explanation of the purpose and the subiect requiring the suspension of the
Rules. Immediately upon the termination of the business arising out of the case or
event requiring the suspension of these Rules, the operation of the Rules shall be
back in effect.
The vote of "yeas/yes" and "nays/no" on a roll call of the members of the Board
present, shall be taken upon the passage of all Resolutions, Ordinances and
Propositions that create any liability against the County of Ford or for the
expenditure or appropriation of its money. The vote so taken shall be entered into
the minutes of the meeting.
To ensure proper accounting of votes cast, roll call must be taken when meeting(s)
are being conducted full or partially utilizing remote attendance in accordance
with the Open Meetings Act.
Any Board Member may ask the Board Chair for the privilege of the floor for a
governmental ernployee or representative to explain or discuss a matter pending
before the Board. Permission may be granted for other non-members to explain or
discuss a pending matter by the presiding officer.

Article 7: Board Meeting Preparation
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Section 1:

A
Board Meeting Agenda(s)
Each committee chair shall report matters of their assigr-red cornmittee(s) that need
to be brought before the full Board to the County Clerk/Recorder no later than
4:3Opm on the Thursday prior to the schedr-rled Board meeting, unless expressly
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authorized in writing by the Board Chair and/or County Clerk. Any item not
included on the agenda that is published by the County Clerk may be added at the

Board meeting for discussion only without objection. If an objection rises, the

board may suspend the rules and add the item (requires 213 vote).

The County Clerk/Recorder will publish the final version in accordance with the
Open Meetings Act.
Prior to publication of the Board Meeting Agenda, the Board Chair shall review
and approve the board agenda and packet.

Reports from outside committee assignments shall be provided in writing to the

County Clerk/Recorder and Board Chair within the same timeframe as listed
above in Item l.

Board Meeting Packets
The County Clerk/Recorder (Board Secretary) shall compile all required
documents from Committee Chairs and the Board Chair and shall rnake the packet

available for Board Members to review as soon as possible after the Thursday at

4:3Opm deadline.
Once the packet has been published, additional documentation needed shall be

added to the packet as ability exists and/or to the prescribed method of
dissemination of Board documents. Notification to each Board Member by
electronic means will occur making the board aware of the additional
documentation. Every atternpt shall be made to have supporting documentation
disseminated no less than 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting. If
documentation is disseminated less than 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting,
Board Members shall be notified. Such late dissemination may cause additional
debate/inquiries during the board meeting.
Once the board packet has been published to Board Members, the County
Clerk/Recorder shall make every attempt to publish the packet to the public
website containing information allowable by statute.
*Note that packets are not a requirement to publisli under Illinois Statute.

Section 2:
A.

B.

Article 8: Committees

Section 1:

A.

C

B

Makeup
The Board shall be made of up several standing committees that are created to

handle county/department business in an efficient manner while providing ample
time to prepare for the monthly Board meeting. The standirrg committees are

listed below; however, the name may be modified from time to time as needed:

1. Highway Committee
2. SheriffCommittee
3. Finance Committee
4. Executive Committee
The Board shall be made up of several ad-hoc committees that are created to
handle county/department business on an as-needed basis and in an efficient
manner while providing ample time to prepare for the monthly Board meeting.
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Section 3:
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Section 4:
A.

The ad-hoc committees are listed below; however, the name may be modified
from time to as needed:
1. Zoning Committee
2. Insurance/Personnel Committee
3. Farm Committee

Special Committees
Special Committees may be created and appointed from time to time at the Board
Chair's discretion, for a specific purpose and for a defined period.

Committee Meeting Attendance
Since binding action is not taken during committee meetings, members assigned
to any committee may participate in a committee meeting by electronic methods if
they are unable to attend in person due to work, illness, or immediate family or
childcare issues. A quorum is required to be physically present at the location of
the committee rneeting to allow remote participation (remote attendance is not
eligible to count towards quorum). Remote attendance option is to be utilized as

an exception as in person attendance is preferred. Requests to attend utilizing the
remote method must be made to the Committee Chair prior to the meeting being
called to order. Failure to make the request prior to calling the committee meeting
to order will void the members ability to vote remotely (debate will still be
allowed). If it is deemed that a board member is using the remote option
excessively, the Committee Chair will meet with the Board Member to discuss
attendance barriers. In the event the State of Illinois Open Meetings Act is
modified through legislation, or an Executive Order and subsequent County Chief
Executive directive is issued, the Open Meetings Act procedure will prevail.
Any time a committee meeting is being utilized in a remote fashion, roll call voice
vote shall be required to properly capture the vote(s) of board members.
Electronic/Remote method shall be defined as participation using the prescribed
nrethod (ZOOM, Google Meets, GoToMeeting) which allows a member's voice
and video to be heard/seen fi'om a remote location. Video is required at the time of
vote to ensure proper cast vote.
Assigned Board Members shall make attempts to be present for roll call at the
published time. The assigned board member that arrives more than fifteen (15)
minutes after roll call shall forfeit per diem for the meeting. The assigned board
member shall not be restricted in their ability to participate in debate and casting
of votes if a motion to seat that particular member is passed by a simple majority
of the committee.

Committee Report for Board (Including Action Items)
All Committees shall repoft to the Board in writing information discussed at the

respective Committee meeting as well as action items that successfully passed by
proper vote to be advanced to the Full Board.
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Section 5:
A.

Section 6:
A.

CIaims
All claims and requests for payments shall be reviewed and approved at each

appropriate Committee meeting for those departments assigned to the appropriate
committee. Any claim or request for payment not presented but processed in the

county financial system prior to the appropriate committee meeting may be

presented to the Finance Committee. Any claim and requests for payment
processed in the county financial system after the required time frame shall be

held until the following month, unless doing so will result in penalty assessment

and/or interruption of services. Per diem claims by Board Members are completed
by the proper and timely application of the member sign in register (See Article 5

Section 1(B)) and paid in accordance to resolution. Any bill or claim against the

County of Ford shall be filed by the County Clerk and paid for by the County
Treasurer, as provided by law. While the duty to inspect bills occurs at committee
meetings, all bills and requests for payments are available for inspection by
members in the County Clerk's office. When a dispute arises regarding payment

or rejection of a claim or request for payment, the Board Chair will adjudicate the
issue with the assistance from the State's Attorney. All final claims and requests

for payments shall be presented to the Full Board at its scheduled rneeting with
any special notations.

Standing Committees
General Provisions
1. Any Committee may perform the duties assigned to it by forming a Sub-

Committee for such pu{pose. The Committee Chairperson shall appoint
the members of the Committee to any Sub-cornmittee and shall designate

the Chairperson of the Sub-committee.
Committee Agendas
1. All committees shall meet on the specified day and time in the week prior

to the full County Board Meeting which is regularly scheduled for the 2nd

Monday of each month. All Comrnittee agenda items shall be submitted to
the appropriate Committee members, County Clerk and Board Chair at no

less than 48 hours prior to the scheduled date and time of the Committee
meeting.

Committee Minutes
l. The Committee Chairperson and/or Sub-committee Chairperson shall be

responsible for ensuring the creation of a written record of all proceedings
of the Committee, which shall include the date and time of meetings, the
members attending and summary of business transacted at the meeting, in
accordance with lllinois law (exact verbatim transcription is not a
requirement).

Public Comment
1. In accordance with Illinois law, Committee meetings must provide time

for public comment. Public comment rules that must be followed can be
referred to in Article 4 Section 1C (Public Comment) with the exception of
posting a sign-up sheet at tlie entrance. ln lieu of a sign-up sheet, the
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Committee Chair must announce public comment three (3) times to ensure
any members of the public have the opportunity to participate.

Highway Committee
l. Jurisdiction

a. The business of the following offices is considered by the Highway
Committee:
l. Highway Department
2. Rural Public Transportation

2. General Duties
a. The Committee shall consider all matters concerning the

deparlments ofjurisdiction and shall receive monthly updates by
each department which shall include matters of financial status of
said departments. Examples of items of consideration shall be
finances, revenues and expenditures, purchasing, contracts. The
Department Heads for each jurisdiction shall provide monthly
updates and safety report to the Committee on items surrounding
their offices.

b. Shall be responsible for rural public transportation efforts and
implementation thereof.

Sheriff Committee
1. Jurisdiction

a. The business of the following offices is considered by the Sheriff
Committee:
1. Sheriff's Office
2. Coroner's Office
3. EmergencyManagementAgency(EMA)

2. General Duties
a. The Cornmittee shall consider all matters concerning the

departments ofjurisdiction and shall receive monthly updates by
each department which shall include matters of financial status of
said departments. Examples of items of consideration shall be,
finances, revenues and expenditures, purchasing, contracts. The
Department Heads for each iurisdiction shall provide monthly
updates and safety report to the Cornmittee on items surrounding
their offices.

Finance Committee
1. Jurisdiction

a. The business of the following offices and items are considered by
the Finance Committee:
1. Treasurer's Office
2. Clerk/Recorder
3. All departments not listed in any other committee
4. Full County Budget

2. General Duties
a. The Committee shall consider all matters concerning the

departments ofjurisdiction and shall receive monthly updates by
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