
Resolution 24-1\

WHEREAS: in many locations within the Right-of-Way administered by the Ford County Highway Department there exists
drainage tile. The condition of these existing tiles is extremely variable. While most drain tiles go unnoticed through much
of their useful life others require periodic maintenance in order to operate effectively.

WHEREAS: the most typical indication that a drainage tile needs to be maintained is a scour hole that develops at the soil
surface as a result of a crushed or broken drainage tile. The surrounding soil becomes displaced, and is often washed away
through the drainage tile system. lnorderforthesedrainagetilestooperateeffectively, broken tiles should be repaired and
properly backfilled.

WHEREAS: the Ford County Highway Department has a responsibility to protect and maintain the roadway, including the
shoulders and embankment.

THEREFORE: based on lllinois Highway Code (605 ILCS 5, Article 9) and the opinion of the Chief Counsel of the lllinois
Department of Transportation, the local highway authority has no obligation to maintain the drainage tile. ln the instance
where an existing drainage tjle is located on the public right-of-way, and where the existing drainage tile does not benefit
the highway, the maintenance responsibility and expense lies with the owner of the drainage tile system.

The Ford County Highway Department shall repair drainage tile located within the public right-of-way under its jurisdiction
if the conditions threaten the structural integrity of the roadway. lf the drainage tile needs repair and is under the roadway

or in the front slope of the roadway, the County Highway Office will contract for repair and the responsibility for the expense
will be with those who benefit from the tile.

lf the broken or crushed drainage tile does not threaten the structural integrity of the roadway, the Ford County Highway
Department will not plan to make repairs to the drainage tile. lt will be the responsibility ofthe local landowner or drainage
tile owner to repair any tile that causes a scour hole located at the flowline or backslope of the ditch.

A permit will be required before any excavation can occur in the public right-of-way. The permit is available at no charge

from the Ford County Highway Department.

Signed this 13th day of May,

Debb

Ford Cou nty Board Chairman

Amy Fred

Attest:

ty Clerk & Recorder

Resolution for The Ford County Highway Department Maintenance of Drainage Tile

THEREFORE: the policy of Ford County for the maintenance of drainage tile shall be:
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