
REPORT OF THE FORD COUNry CIRCUIT CLERK
March2021

KAMALEN JOHNSON ANDERSON
PRESENTED AT THE

April 19, 2021 MEETING
CALENDAR:
Aptil 19,2021 Zone 2 Zoom Meeting
April 19-23, April 26-30 Jury Trial Calendar...Jury calendar was cancelled. Cases were
either resolved or continued to the July 2021 Jury Calendar.
IACO Convention June 21-23.2021
IACC Convention September 15-17, 2021

Miscellaneous:
350 Juror summons, letters, and questionnaires were mailed out March 2 and 3.
108 jurors were called to serve the weeks of April 1gth and April 26. All 108 jurors were
called and notified that their jury service was cancelled.

The Governor's Moratorium on evictions was extended to May 1,2021.

I completed and filed with the state the following reports:

'CTAA Report: Ford County Criminal Assessments and Civil Reports for 2020
-Quarterly Statistical report for 1st Quarter of 202'l for Ford County sent to AOIC. Copy
is attached.
-Weekly ADR reports, now being requested to run and send twice a week.
*Two AOIC surveys regarding courtroom management
*Three criminal record checks for Military recruiters.
*State Treasurer's transmittal report
*Arbitration Monthly Report
'lllinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services quarterly report

Three appeals have been filed with appellate court since the first of the year and
another appeal is due next week.

lllinois Court Help. Launch date is May 17 ,2021. Proposed by the Access to Justice
Commission, approved by the Supreme Court and developed by the AOIC Access to
Justice Division. Supposed to be a resource for pro se litigants to be able to get up to
date and accurate information about courts, court pro@sses and procedures for all the
courts in the State.
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lLCourt

why lllinois Court Help?

As courts across the state continue to develop innovative responses to the COVID 19 pandemic, they
face new challenges in providing meaningful seNices and assistance to court users, lawyers, and the
public. Navigational help and court information was previously offered at courthouses primarily in

person and on a walk-in basis. This mode of delivery may no longer be as feasible or safe due to the
pandemic. Low income communities, which are more likely to be communities of color/ are most

harmed by this reduction in access to resources. Lawyers and other court users also have experienced

challenges ;n knowing court procedures and practiaes that were enacted during the pandemic. lt's
clear our courts need an alternative way to offer information.

A New Service for AllCourt Users

lllinois Court Help-developed by the lllinois Courts-is a flee, comprehensive service that will provide

up-to-date and accurate information about processes and procedures for all courts in the state. While

the courts are stillthe first place people should reach out to for local information, court personnel can

recommend this new service to users who have questions about courts and processes, especially those

in other counties.

lllinois Court Help addresses the challenges courts have had in effectively assisting court users, self-

represented litigants and lawyers by providing personalized delivery of the information they need.

lllinois Court Help will keep cases moving more efficiently and smoothly by helping people without a

lawyer file their court forms and better understand court rules and procedures. lt will also provide

relief for court personnel who may be overburdened by requests for information. This new service will
not duplicate or interfere with any existing efforts to increase access to the courts; rather, it will serve

as a connector between courts, court users and helpful resour€es and entities.

The Details

lllinois Court Help will launch on May 17, 2021. lnitially, users may communicate with specially trained

court guides through a telephone hotline and text messaginS. ln the future, channels for live web chat

and email will be opened. Guides will answer questions from court users, lawyers, and the public about

civil, criminal, and appellate court processes and procedures. They will provide general and county_

specific information intended to help anyone navigating the court system. Guides will not provide legal

advice, but thev will offer referrals to legal help, self-help resources, and standardized court forms.

Your Help is Needed

We hope you can help us raise awareness of lllinois Court Help. Prior to launch, we will provide you

with a digital toolkit of informational materials you can share at your courthouse and with your

networks. We also appreciate recommendations for local €ontent that can be added to our

information library. Please email your recommendations to Lisa Colpoys at tql-p9y!@.11!-!-qEgqu49G.Q.y


